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them, which doth greatly eee them to act their will and pleaſures te 
u 


leſueſs here in great prejudice to your 


Revenue lieth; who are the two main props and pillars t 


to be delivered by your Land- Waiter, according to the true quantity 


— 


SEEN! 


1 
To the Kings moſt 


Dread Sovereign, 
Aving ſeen à Proclamation wherein your Majeſty comp 


&cellent Majeſty. 


: of the Injurics you receive in your Cuſtoms; I could not 
withhold, but, as in duty bound, humbly preſenc you with of thoſe malignant roots from whence they ſpring, where - 
by Navigation and Trade are alſo much decayed, their litre being much concerned in the well management of your 
Cuſtoms: for thoſe whol:ſom Laws provided for the enegtaſe of Navigation, and advance of Trade, are intruſted inthe 
ſame hands your Cuſtoms are; ſo that he that ſhall be Ignorant, negligent, or corrupt in the one, cannot be underſtand» 


ing, faichtul, and diligentin the other: Therefore it being of ſo great cpncerament not only to your Majeſties Receipt, but to the 


publique good, I humb!y crave your Conſideration in the premiles follq wing, wherein it will appear that che moſt readieſt ways thac 
can be invented for the tuiae of your Cuſtoms is now practiſed. 4 
Firſt, All Officers are left at liberty, without Bonds, Security, or 2 for the faithful Diſcharge of that Truſt impoſed on 
ards your Revenues ruine, for their own benefit. 


Secondly, As it this were not ſufficieat to lead them to betray that Truſt impoſed on them, they are inforc'd by meer neceſſity to 


. fraudulent practices, their Salleries being reduced ſo low, th:y cannot live upon it; ſo that ic is become a Proverb between the Merchant 
and Officer, Live, and let live: Which is, the Merchant and Officer to ſhare your Majeſties R: venue, ſo far as they make it not publique 
to evety eye. | 


Thirdly, To inforce them to make the quicker and greater ſpoil of your Majeſties Receip?,their Places are made ſo uncertain in the 


. enjoyment of them, that let them be never ſo able and faithful, a ſl inderous Accuſation,laid by ſuch as ate either great, or in favor, outs 


them without audience, which inforces them to provide for the future, and, as the P. ov erb is, To male Hay while the Sun ſbines. 

Fourthly, The number of ſupcraumerary Officers being great, and nęctſſitated, will be ſupplied by your Revenues ruine, which 
makes the ſpoil the greater. 

Fifthly, Their beſtowing Places by favor, without regard had tothe perſons, parts, and abilities fitting the place or no; by their care- 

Keceipe doth enlue : For by the ignorance of one Officer there may be as much loſs, as by the kna- 

very of another; your Cuſtoms varying as the quality of Goods doth, ind one commodity having various denominations, the one ſore 
ſhall pry three or lour times the duty of the other, and through the ignorance of an Officer, the beſt ſhall paſs under the worſt deno- 
mination. 

Sixthly, The cutting Maſters of Ships off in their Portage draweth an inconveniency upon your Tideſman : for formerly, upon 
the allowance all Maſt-rs had for Portage, the Tideſman, who hath the whole charge ot your Receipt aboard, and cannot ſtir without 


' prejudice to it, could aboard have commanded things neceſſary and convenient, as his Diet, or the like; but now is infore'd to comply 
with the Maſter, to do him ſome favor to: what he receives. 


The onely Petſons that are by theſe practices — and — are thoſe in whom the ſole Truſt of the Income of your 

at keep up your Revenue, if faithful; if corrupt, lets it fall to the ground; 

which perſons are onely two, your Land- Waiter, and Tideſman: For from the firſt Entrance of any Ship or Veſſel into any Port, until 

dclivercd, your whole Revenue, night and day, lieth under the Tid:ſmuns charge; and what he doth faithfully preſerve and keep, is 

uality for which the Cuſtom is payd: If the Coaſt, which is 

moſt ſhamefully ſleighted, were ſecured to conveigh your Receipt into — and ) our Tideſman and Land - Waiter but faithful and 

diligent, you: Cuſtoms would have 2 vaſt improvement: but if neceſſty and opportunity will make a Thief, it is impoſſible your 
Officers can be honeſt, by what they ate now, through diſcouragem nd neceſſity, put upon. 


| Ow that your Majeſty may have able, faithful, diligent Officers, which are the ſupport of your Revenue; and that they may be 


ſo preſerved and kept, theſe following PropoſalsI tender. | p 

Let a Pardon firit be paſt for all Offences hithetto committed ; and the reaſon is, I be ĩeve very few Officers, either in Landon, ot the Out - Ports, but have, 
as I may ſay, ſold tnemſ-lves to the Merchints: And if any Action hitherto they have done, the know!edge whereof will make them uncapable of theit em- 
ployment, without a Pardon they muſt be ſlaves for the future, not — * be any other, for fear theit former frauds and bribes be diſcoyered; therefore 
firſt ſet thera free, and I doubt not but theſe following preſerves them honeſt. | a 

Firſt, Let no Officer be emp oyed in the Cuſtoms, but what ate bound in good Sums, wich good Sureties, for the faithful Diſcharge of their Duty; and 
he that ſhall bettay the eruſt on him impoſed, to the prejudice of your Majeltes Receipe,to forfeir his Bond, and loſe his Place, never to be employed more ; 
for the taking them in again, after once convicted, dot: but imbolden ochers to commit the like crimes, 

Second y, Let your Officers be allowed a ſuſfici:nt Sallery, if it be ſomething extraordinary, more than a comperency, your Majeſty cannot better im- 
prove what you give, except the Merchant were ſo honelt he would freely pay his Cuſtoms: But otherwiſe, if chat ic be advanced by your Officers faichful- 
neſs and care, or ſpoiled by his negligence and corruption ; to enco. tage them to the one, and prevent them in the other, is to allow them a ſufficient Sallery. 

Thirdly, Let them have an aſſurance of the certain continuance of their Places, ſo long as faichful ; for the pun with undetſtanding men, and taking 
in the ignorant, doth — 8 your Adyenaries,and weaken your Receipt: for none knows how bettet to deceive your Majeſty, and help the Merchant, 
than thoſe that have ſe Ou. 

Fourth y, Let the — of Officers be leſſzned, who being neceſſitated, and not able to live, muſt make the greater ſpoil: therefore let them be te- 
duced to as many as — needful; and the extraordinary charge your Majeſty is put to with ſupernumeraties will very much ſupply the extraordinary charge of 
thoſe Officers neceſſity. 

Fiſthly, That your Ma jeſty may for th: future have able Officers, let none be taken into your Cuſtoms (I mean, below-ſtairs) above a Tideſman ; and in 
caſe a Surveyors place be made voyd by death, or otherwiſe, let che eldeſt Land - Waitet enjoy it; if a Land-Waiters place, the eldeſt Tideſman: this fu- 
ture hopes of bettering their condition will be a — tye to keep them faithful; beſides, by this means your Officers will be fitted wirli parts and abilities, 
not onely for the place they en joy, but alſo to judge inft:u& choſe beneath them; and ic will the more deter them beneath from fraudulent practices, 
having them above them that have paſt through their places, and underſtand their ways and opportunities. 

Sixthly, Let Maſters of Ships have their former allowance for Portage, and the Mariners ſomething, as your Majeſty ſhall think fic, — to the pro- 
portion of the Receipt of their Cargo ; then ſhall your Tideſman have no engagement lie him for choſe things neceſſary he receives, and the rugged 
Sailer will be more reſpective, and timerous in acting for the Merchant to your prejudice, for fear of loſing what is his own. 

Theſe things conſidered ; Firlt, A competent Livelizood ; Secondly, An afſurance of the certain continuance thereof; Thirdly, The future hopes of a bet- 
ter condition will undoubredly make that man faithful, that hath either any ſpark of honeſty, or common reaſon in bim: But if there ſhould be any ſo fooliſh, 
25 not to value theſe, which 1 think there is none but will; yer the forfeiture of his Bond, and the certain loſs of his employment for ever, will undoubted- 
ly deter him from the breach of that Truſt impoſed on him. ; a 

Let but theſe Remedies be forchwich applied, and you will finde in this Vintage what a vaſt improvement of your Cuſtoms will be made hereby, and 
what a vali ſpoil hath been made in your Revenue; to make which appear, this I That there are many Ships gone for Burdeaxx, and other places, 
for Wines this year, which came loaden home the lalt year ; at their return ler a lirit care be taken at the delivery of them, and by comparing laſt years 
Entries with this, it will be found, how ſhamefully ſhore they made out their Tunnage, beſides the great quantities of Wine entred for Vinegar ; Vinegar 
paying but 5. 8. per Tun, and Wine 6.1. per Tun: To make this appear, if your Majeſty think fir, I ſhall uſe my weak endeavors, and give ſatisfaRion here= 
in: If then it ſhall appear, that a vaſt loſs hath been in Goods of ſuch bulk anddanger in removing, what muſt there be in fine Goods, and others, that ate 
to be conveyed away with more eaſe and ſafety. | 
1 know not whether I am che firſt in this Work, or no, but I judge I may, the number being ſo few that underſtand ir ; and of choſe that do, few but are 


benefited by ehe ſpoil of it, beſides the diſcouragements they ſhall meet wich chat undertake it, their adverſaries being ſo many and great; ſo that, if not ſup- 
ported by your Grace, it will ſoon be 1 , and the Author, or any other, for the future diſcouraged. There are ſeveral other things praRiſed, which 
are eſtructive to your Receipt, which at preſent, for fear I ſhould be too ptolix, I omit. Therefore I ſhall add no further at preſent : if theſe few 


| lines, cladin a Ruſſer ſüle, may finde acceptance with your Majeſty, be ſhall ther enlarge himſelf, that is 


Tur Majeſties moſt bumble, faithful, and abediem Ser vam, 
RICHARD BOMFHER. 
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